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FACING A "PERFECT STORM" OF NEED 

During the pandemic, many additional governmental 
and community resources have been available to people 
facing food insecurity in our community. We fully  
anticipated that the DMARC Food Pantry Network would 
face the biggest need once those additional programs 
were no longer in place. Emergency Allotments for SNAP 
ended in Iowa in April, and the average monthly SNAP 
benefits for households dropped by more than $200. 
We immediately started seeing double-digit percent 
increases in food pantry traffic over the prior year.

At the same time that people lost access to additional 
SNAP benefits, food prices and the costs of other basic 
needs have gone through the roof. All of this has created 
a "perfect storm" of need in our community.

MOVING INTO OUR NEW HEADQUARTERS

In March, DMARC moved in to our new headquarters at 
100 Army Post Road on the south side of Des Moines.  
The  new space has been transformational for our work. 
You can read more about our capital campaign and new 
headquarters on the opposite page. 

We could not meet our mission, let alone take on a multi-
million dollar capital campaign, without the steadfast 
support of our donors. Thank you for all you do for 
DMARC and our community! You are truly incredible.

A MESSAGE FROM MATT

Thank you so much for your support of the Des Moines 
Area Religious Council (DMARC). This past year has seen 
plenty of challenges for our organization, but also a great 
number of successes.

I feel incredibly lucky to lead this organization. It is clear 
we are in the midst of one of the most pivotal periods in 
DMARC's 70-year history of serving Greater Des Moines. 
And there is simply no way we could fulfill our mission 
without the support of such a generous community.

CELEBRATING OUR 70TH ANNIVERSARY

DMARC celebrated the 70th anniversary of our  
organization in May 2022. DMARC has changed in  
significant ways over the past 70 years, but our mission 
of meeting basic human needs remains. Celebrating  
our seven decades of work was a great opportunity to 
ground ourselves in our deep history and gather  
inspiration from everyone who built DMARC into the 
organization we are today.

Matt Unger,
Chief Executive Officer
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FOOD TODAY, CHANGE TOMORROW

Our new headquarters has enabled us to: 

• triple the amount of total storage space in our  
warehouse, including expanding our cold storage 
capacity by a factor of ten 

• open our first on-site food pantry (see below) 

• park and stock our mobile food pantry units indoors 

• expand our volunteer center and sorting area 

• host events in our training and community rooms 
and offer those spaces up to the community 

• save money through added efficiencies

As the DMARC Food Pantry Network repeatedly broke all-time monthly records for food pantry use in 2019, it became 
clear that DMARC needed to find a bigger facility in order to respond to the growing need in the community. After an 
extensive search, DMARC made an agreement to purchase the building at 100 Army Post Road in October 2020, and 
put 1435 Mulberry Street up for sale.

Thanks to the generosity of our community, DMARC's "Food Today, Change Tomorrow" $5.6 million capital campaign 
has been a huge success. DMARC moved into its new headquarters on the south side of Des Moines in March 2022.  
The move could not have come at a better time. Starting in April 2022, the DMARC Food Pantry Network began seeing 
a dramatic increase in food pantry visits. Thankfully, we were well-equipped to respond to the growing need.

BEFORE

TODAY



FOOD PANTRY NETWORK

The DMARC Food Pantry Network consists of 15 partner 
food pantries, multiple mobile food pantry locations, 
and a home delivery program. DMARC is committed to 
providing nutritious food and fresh fruits and vegetables 
to the people we assist. 

Once per calendar month, people can select a three-day 
supply of food from any one of our partner food pantries, 
and AnyTime Items are available whenever our partner 
food pantries are open.

OUR FOOD PANTRY PARTNERS

DMARC continues to grow our no-contact home delivery  
program that started during the pandemic. Thanks to 
developing partnerships, DMARC is expanding the reach of this 
important program that delivers food  directly to the doorstep 
of people in need.

"DMARC and its staff bring a tremendous value to central 
 Iowa. You are the lifeline to so many people who are  
food insecure." —Kent Peterson, Volunteer Delivery Driver

NO-CONTACT HOME DELIVERY PROGRAM

SOUTHSIDE FOOD PANTRY

+

DMARC has opened a food pantry on-site at its head-
quarters, 100 Army Post Road, Des Moines, IA 50315. 
The new food pantry, named the DMARC-ket Southside 
Food Pantry, becomes the 15th partner food pantry in 
the DMARC Food Pantry Network, and the first brick-and-
mortar food pantry that DMARC will staff and operate as 
an organization.



INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

ADVOCACY AND EDUCATION

DMARC and The Comparison Project at Drake University 
co-hosted the 6th Annual Interfaith Youth Leadership 
Camp from July 20-24, 2022.  16 high school students 
and recent graduates from diverse religious backgrounds 
expanded their interfaith literacy and leadership through 
site visits to religious communities across Greater Des 
Moines and a personal digital storytelling project.

Learn more: iowainterfaithexchange.com

DMARC fought successfully at the state capitol to protect 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
from harmful changes and strengthened our coalition 
work with state and national partners in the process.

DMARC could never do the work of feeding so many 
people without the partnership of many, diverse faith 
communities. Nearly 200 faith communities from across 
the religious spectrum support DMARC with cash, food, 
and service. Because we can do so much more together 
than we can on our own, DMARC has a commitment to 
helping our faith communities learn more about one 
another and build interfaith relationships.

"With a resurgence of hate crimes and rising  
antisemitism this year, our work to build relationships 
and understanding across religious diversity is more 
important than ever. DMARC strives to provide the tools 
and resources for our neighbors to stand up against  
the destructive forces that threaten our diverse  
community."    —Rev. Sarah Trone Garriott,  
                                    Coordinator of Interfaith Engagement

STORYTELLERS ROUNDTABLE

The Storytellers Roundtable is a project of
DMARC that aims to elevate voices of people
experiencing food insecurity in our community
and promote their stories to be shared with
fellow residents, media outlets, community
leaders, and elected officials.

"Thanks to DMARC and the Storytellers Roundtable, 
I've been given countless opportunities to use my voice 
to advocate for myself and my community. I have a space 
where I know my voice will be heard and respected. It's an 
honor to have people at DMARC consider me their friend."

DMARC also worked to raise awareness about the drop in 
SNAP benefits that occured in Iowa in April 2022,  
garnering national media coverage on the subject and 
highlighting its impact on the emergency food sector.

PROTECTING SNAP

INTERFAITH YOUTH LEADERSHIP CAMP

—Tara Leigh Kramer (pictured right)



OUR SUPPORTERS | FY 2021-2022 THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING DMARC 

FEMA/Emergency Food & Shelter Program,    United Way of Central Iowa

American Enterprise Insurance
American Family Insurance
Andersen Corporate Foundation
Sarabeth and William Anderson
David and Elizabeth Bishop
Rex R. Cook Charitable Trust *
BWA Foundation
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
George De Graaf
Renee R. Ellerbroek, M.D.
Ernest & Florence Sargent  
Family Foundation
Global Atlantic Financial Group
Wendy Henry

Immanuel United  
Methodist Church
Iowa Citizens for  
Community Improvement
Knights of Columbus #12482
Erica S. Lamb
Rick and Jeri Levi
Janet Linn
Steven and Jean Loegering
Joe Mooney
New Hope United Methodist Church
Dale and Susan Pierce
Principal Charity Classic
Thomas Proctor
Charles and Joy Rohm
Patrick and Michelle Rounds

Elisabeth and Shane Sandersfeld
Bruce and Linda Simonton
Carol S. Smith
South Central Iowa  
Federation of Labor
St. James Lutheran Church
St. Joseph's Catholic Church
Jeff Stanbrough
Michael and Simma Stein
Two Rivers Bank & Trust
Veridian Credit Union
Wakonda Christian Church
Wellmark Foundation
West Des Moines Christian Church 
Lucille E. Wilson*
Windsor Presbyterian Church

$5,000 to $9,999

$10,000 to $24,999

$25,000 to $99,999

$100,000 and up

C. Dean and Sandra Carlson
CasterFrame, P.C.
Cora C. Hayes*
Partnership for a  
Healthier America

Anonymous Donors (2)
Anonymous Donor
Jack Bell •
Marilyn J. Carlson
Christ Community Church
Community Foundation of Greater 
Des Moines
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Drake University
EMC Insurance Companies

James and Martha Fifield
First Baptist Church
David and Lisa Fisher
Sherry and Atul Gupta
Michael and Diane Heid
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Lutheran Church of Hope
Mid-Iowa Health Foundation
Midland National Life  
Insurance Company 
(Sammons Financial Group) •
NCMIC Group, Inc. •

Our Lady's Immaculate Heart 
Catholic Church
Plymouth Congregational  
United Church of Christ
St. Augustin Catholic Church
St. John's Lutheran Church
St. Theresa of the Child Jesus 
Catholic Church
West Bank
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Douglas M. Woods*

Aetna Foundation
Ankeny First United 
Methodist Church

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
St. Pius X Catholic Church
Wells Fargo  •



THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING DMARC 

FEMA/Emergency Food & Shelter Program,    United Way of Central Iowa

 start of 2500
Anonymous Donor (4)
Jared Abbott and Anne Pitts
All Saints Catholic Church
Anthologic
Dave and Marsha Arens
Richard Ash
Ashworth Road Baptist Church
Daniel and Susan Bachman
Joseph and Jodi Baker
Bankers Trust
BKD CPAs & Advisors
Broadlawns Medical Center
Capital City Fruit
Central Presbyterian Church
Thomas and Patti Daft
Michael and Ronda Davis
Des Moines Intentional  
Eucharistic Community
Des Moines Mennonite Church
Robert and Jennifer Dowil
Downtown School 
Ruth Eichenseer
Judi M. Erickson
Faith Lutheran Church
Chuck Farr *
Father John Aldera Foundation
Mike and Tammy Fay
Doug Fick
Thomas Fisher
Donald and Beth Flannery
Elaine and Brian Gifford
Grace Lutheran Church
Grace United Methodist Church
Grandview Lutheran Church
GreenState Credit Union

Harden Family Foundation
Victoria L. Herring
Brent and Renee Highfill
Norma J. Hirsch, M.D.
Linda Hofreiter
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Dr. Scott and Julie Honsey
Bari L. Hoskins
Galen and Katherine Howsare
Tamara A. Hubler
Iowa Foundation for Education 
Environment and the Arts
Martha James and  
Michael Myszewski
Jewish Federation of  
Greater Des Moines
Ed and Nici Johnston
Diane and Preston Jones
Diane Kehm
Daniel J. and Amy J. Koestner
Dennis A. Krueger
Larry & Kay Myers Interfaith &  
Intercultural Ambassador Fund
Les Dames d'Escoffier International 
Greater Des Moines
Steven and Kelly Medina
Carl and Bethany Meyer
MH Equipment
Christ Naumann and  
Elizabeth Presutti
Navigate Wellness, LLC
Scott and Barbara Nessa
Kenneth and Bonni Newton
Arthur and Patricia Nizzi
Thomas and Tracy Noble
Gary and Anne Nordquist

Northwest Bank
Mary O'Keefe and Jeff Nall
Timothy and Kelli Oswald
Dennis and Margaret Page
Polk City United Methodist Church
Julene M. Powell
Ann Mowery and Al Powers
Dr. and Mrs. Harrison and  
Rosella Pratt
Jacalyn Priestley
Quality Manufacturing Corporation
James and Pat Sammler
Craig and Susan Schrader
Kent and Melissa Schrof
Sheridan Park United  
Methodist Church
Phil and Diana Sickles
Martha J. Smith
St. Mary of Nazareth  
Catholic Church
State Auto Insurance 
Dann Stevens
Sysco Foods of Iowa
Syverson Strege
Tegna
Gary and Rosemary Thierer
Trinity Foundation
Urbandale United Church of Christ
James Usgaard and Becky Knutson
Valley United Methodist Church
Walnut Hills United  
Methodist Church
Emily and Nicholas Webb
Duane Weiland and  
Mary Rose Stone
Windsor Heights Lutheran Church 

INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION FAITH COMMUNITY PARTNER

*deceased donor    •  Spring Greens Hunger Champion

$2,500-$4,999

$1,000-$2,499
 
Anonymous Donor (15)
Mechile and Charles Adams
Amazon
Chad Anderson
Marti Anderson
Ankeny Christian Church
Ankeny Church of the Brethren

Ankeny Presbyterian Church
APWU-Des Moines Iowa 
 Area Local 44
Kevin Armstrong and  
Christine Paulson
Anne L. Avise
Ann C. Barfels
Laurie and Neil Barrick
Beasley Family Foundation

Barbara Beatty, M.D.
Bonnie Bell
Bondurant Christian Church
Mark and Elizabeth Brauer
Rick and Liz Brecht
Judy Brija-Towery
Shane and Anne Broderick
continued...



Denise and David Bubeck
Dr. and Mrs. Steven A. Cahalan
Robert and Betty Cardwell
Alyssa Clabaugh
Susan and Greg Cohen
Jeffrey and Gayle Collins
Craig and Barbara Colonno
Joseph M. Comito
Covenant Christian Church
Tim and Jill Dempsey
Nancy J. Deranleau
Des Moines Area Hunger Hike
Mary Kay Dial
Cathy L. Dodds
Rod and Carla Dougherty
Downtown Disciples
Beverley Jane Duffy
Jonathan P. Duvick and 
Carol A. Hendrick
Rev. Sondra G. Eddings
Sally L. Ehlert
Drew and Kayla Engebrecht
Mitch and Julie Erickson
Fran Fleck and Terry Greenley
EJ and Megan Flynn
Lendie Follett
Melvin and Barbara Frueh
John Gajdel
Edward Garst
Mary Gottschalk
Siri L. Granberg
James and Lisa Grieve
Paul and Melodie Grinvalds
GroupC Digital
GuideOne Insurance
Richard and Susan Haberkamp
Colin Halfwassen
Mark and Pennelyn Hanson
Hauser Druker Foundation
Heartland Presbyterian Church
Jo and Dale Helling
Highland Park Christian Church
Starr and Harry Hinrichs
Leon and Mary Jo Hofer
Lydia Holm
Brenda Holt
Kayleen Hornbrook
Robert and Dale Howe
Jody and Julie Ingersoll
Iowa Asian Golf Association
Dwight and Lois James

Larry L. Jandrey
JDSO Inc
John Deere
Timothy A. Johnson
David and Wendy Jones
Larry and Mary Keck
Mary A. Kelly
Knights of Columbus #5038
Gregory Leach
John Leiendecker and  
Linda Vanderloo
Robert and Patricia Leisy
Kevin and Terri Lentz
Lincoln Savings Bank
Lua Brewing
Nancy Jean and Bill Main
John and Susan McKee
Randi and Pete McNally
Brian and Laura Meeker
James and Sue Meimann
The Meredith Corporation 
 Foundation
Terry and Kristin Merfeld
MidAmerican Energy
Dave and Loree Miles
Jeanne M. Mullenbach
Terry and Laura Myers
NALC Des Moines Chapter
National Investment Services
New Beginnings Christian Church
Doris Jean Newlin
Hillary and Jared Nielsen
William J. Noth
Derry L. O'Connor
Chad and Melissa Owen
Our Saviour Lutheran Church
Stuart Oxer and Wendi L. Harris
Park Avenue Presbyterian Church
John Parmeter and Anita Shodeen
Walter Pearson
Penelope #38 Charitable Trust
Ronald and Patricia Peterson
Robert and Janet Pickerell
Carol and Kenneth Popken
Donald and Julie Powell
Prairie Ridge Church
Robert and Rose Mary Pratt
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Chet and Ellen Prust
Tom and Joan Quinlin
Charles and Sheila Rayburn
Peter and Rita Reed
Larry and Sofia Richards
Brian and Kerry Riordan

Frances and Daryl Rockey
Ron and Phyllis Roelfs
Myrna and Kenneth Rummer
Melinda Ruperto
Hal and Donna Rusk
Salem United Church of Christ
Kent and Lou Ann Sandburg
Lisa and William Sargent
Rev. Sarai Schnucker Rice
William and Karen Schoenenberger
Richard and Julie Schraeger
Sara Schutte-Schenck and 
Todd Schenck
Drs. Robert and Rebecca Shaw
James and Marcella Sheaff
Maribel and Terry Slinde
Michael J. Smith
Wes and Joan Snook
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
St. Luke the Evangelist 
 Catholic Church
St. Mark Lutheran Church
Dr. Justine and Mr. Matthew  
Stemper
Paul H. Strayer, Jr.
Scott A. Sundstrom
Ronald and Cherie Tait
Temple B'Nai Jeshurun
Jill Tenney
Mary Jane Tesdall
David and Kimberly Thomas
Thrivent Financial
Terrence Tobin and  
Maureen Roach Tobin
Gail E. Turner
Tammy Twedt
Union Park Presbyterian Church
Union Park United 
Methodist Church
Valley High School 
Norman and Alice Veen
Vroman Group
Mary and Gareth Weeks
Myron and Arlis Werley
West Des Moines United  
Methodist Church
Westover Baptist Church
Kyle White
Rebecca Whitlow
Mrs. Malinda H. Wiesner
Larry and Dee Ann Wilson
Windsor United Methodist Church
Jerry D and Susan L Woods
 

Individual
Business/Organization
Faith Community Partner

$1,000-$2,499



Working Together to Meet  
Basic Human Needs.

STAFF:

MATT UNGER,
Chief Executive Officer

LESLIE L. GARMAN, CFRE,
Director of Development & Outreach

REBECCA WHITLOW,
Food Pantry Network Director

DANIEL BECK
MICHELLE CHUMBLEY
MONICA CURL
JEFFREY CZERWIEC
JOE DOLACK
LUKE ELZINGA
CARL EVANS
ANDREW FIRESTINE
CHRIS HAUGEN
PAMPHILE KIWAYIELE
JOHN MCPHEE
PATRICK MINOR
AMANDA PARKINS
REV. SARAH TRONE GARRIOTT
BLAKE WILLADSEN

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, FY23:

DENISE BUBECK,
President

LISA LOGAN,
President Elect

IHSAN YASEEN,
Secretary

RANDY JENSEN,
Treasurer

CHRIST NAUMANN,
Past President

LUAI AMRO
SHASHANK AURORA
RACHEL COLLIER MURDOCK
MATT DURHAM
TARA KRAMER
REV. RACHEL MITHELMAN
STUART OXER
REV. RYAN RUSSELL
MATTHEW STRAWN
EMILY WEBB
RON BEANE (Advisory)

FINANCIALS

Fundraising $410,688 9%

Food Pantry Network

Administrative

Advocacy and Education

Total Expenses

Interfaith Engagement

$2,998,052

$426,459

$71,005

$4,773,227

$34,168

63%

9%

1%
>1%

PROGRAM SERVICES EXPENSES

SUPPORTING SERVICES EXPENSES

Organizations/Groups

Individuals

Total Support

Total Net Assets*

In-Kind Contributions

Congregations

Investments

Grants

Events/Miscellaneous

Planned Giving

$390,574

$1,904,533

$4,853,167

$7,768,259

$1,311,879

$474,940

($128,752)

$671,826

$181,099

$47,068

8%

38%
26%

10%

-

13%

4%

1%

SOURCES OF SUPPORT

Consulting Fees $44,000 >1%
Construction Cost $788,855 17%

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN EXPENSES

* includes fixed assets

VISIT DMARCUNITED.ORG 
To see a complete donor list of in-kind and cash contributions 

over $100 and a virtual version of the annual report.



33.5%

38.0%

9.9%

19.9%

children 
(0-17)

seniors
(65+)

adults (18-64), working or disabled

adults (18-64),
unemployed

43,576
unique individuals assisted

18,656
households assisted

one in four people were  
first-time food pantry visitors

2.5-4.9%

5.0-9.9%

10.0-14.9%
15% +

Individuals assisted as a 
percent of total population

50313

50317

5031550321

50312
50309

50320

50314

50310

50311

50265

50316

50322

50325

50266

50021

50327

50131

50009

50309

The 50314 ZIP code had 
the greatest concentration 
of food pantry use, with 
26.9% of residents using 
the DMARC Food Pantry  
Network in FY22.

FY22 BY THE NUMBERS
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36.5%

16.9%

10.7%

7.7%
5.6%

4.1% 3.7% 3.2% 2.7% 2.5% 2.6%
3.8%

3.6 average  
pantry visits

number of monthly food pantry visits in FY22

53% visited a pantry just 
one or two times



DMARC continues to deal with supply chain 
 issues, leading to longer fulfillment times for  
orders, and higher food and transportation costs. 

DMARC saw a 48 percent increase in food costs in 
August 2022 compared to March 2020. 

NAVIGATING SUPPLY CHAIN ISSUES

D



www.dmarcunited.org   |   info@dmarcunited.org   |   515.277.6969
100 Army Post Rd., Des Moines IA 50315  |   @DMARCUnited


