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A MESSAGE FROM MATT

In the 70-plus year history of the Des Moines Area 
Religious Council (DMARC), our mission has  
remained largely the same - working together to 
meet the basic human needs of our neighbors. As 
our organization finds itself in arguably one of its 
most pivotal moments, I feel incredibly lucky to find 
unity is at the heart of every facet of our work. 

As we work to address an emergency level of need 
in our community, your continued support has 
helped us rise to the occasion.

FACING THE 'NEW NORMAL'  

The overall volume of pantry visitors this year itself, 
is staggering.  But the overarching theme in our  
pantry volume is the overwhelming amount of first 
time visitors – a relentless trend that has continued 
into our current fiscal year.  In fact, in 17 of 18  
consecutive most recent months we broke that 
month’s record for the most new individual visitors 
and broke the overall record a number of times. 

The sad fact of the matter is that food insecurity has 
long since left its role as a “poverty symptom”  
behind and has become a symptom of a new,  
broader inability for everyday working folks to meet 
the basic costs of living.   

Matt Unger,
Chief Executive Officer
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year in review

Beyond more recent inflation challenges, these 
costs continue to rise at a rate higher than that of 
salaries or incomes.  We see that everyday across 
our food pantry network.  This trend has resulted in 
more pantry visitors, from bigger households, and a 
need to visit more frequently.

RISING TO MEET THE NEED

The good news is, despite folks needing more and 
more frequent help, The DMARC network of pantries 
has risen to the occasion. Everyday we  continue to 
offer a dignified pantry experience, where one can 
count on a regular inventory of items, and access to 
healthy foods.  This good news is made possible by 
the giving of time, talent, and treasure from readers 
like you and a giving community that cares for its 
citizens.  This report is a snapshot of those things 
you’ve made possible this year.



September 2022 - DMARC-ket 
Southside Food Pantry opens 
becoming first brick-and-
mortar food pantry staffed and 
operated by DMARC.

February 2023 - New partnership 
agreement with the Food Bank of 
Iowa introduces changes to how 
DMARC distributes food to pantry 
visitors. Repeat visits begin to grow. 

September 2022 - February 2023   Facing challenges to meeting our 
mission, DMARC has ongoing conversations with the Food Bank of 

Iowa to develop a renewed community partnership. 

June 2022 - US inflation rate 
peaks at 9.1 percent - the highest 
level in four decades.

June 2023 - SF494 is signed into 
Iowa law. The legislation will 
add additional restrictions to 
accessing SNAP like asset testing 
and create additional hurdles to 
enrolling in the program. July 2023 - In partnership with 

the Comparison Project at Drake 
University, DMARC hosts the 7th 
Iowa Interfaith Youth  
Leadership  Camp.

year in review
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FOOD PANTRY NETWORK

"Previously we never 
could’ve taken a semi-load 

of canned fruit or pasta 
in one day and that saves 
us quit a bit of money. We 

might save 5,6, or $7000 by 
ordering in a larger quantity." 

 
 —Rebecca Whitlow

Food Pantry  
Network Director

The busiest 12 month period on record 
has forced our team to innovate,  
as rising prices create new challenges.

Becky Whitlow, Director of the DMARC Food 
Pantry Network describes herself as a bargain 
hunter. As the primary wholesale purchase for the 
network of 14 food pantry partners, mobile food 
pantry sites, and food delivery program, Whitlow 
has had her hands full. She finds herself spending 
almost two hours a day shopping around to keep 
our food costs low while maintaining the same 
quality options.  

“Before the pandemic I was pretty much able to 
go to just 2-3 sources and get pretty much  
everything I needed at a reasonable price. Now I 
have to work a little harder at it. I’ve started  
working with 3-4 additional wholesalers in the 
last year to shop around for specific items,” said 
Whitlow, who will be celebrating her 12-year  
anniversary with DMARC in 2024. 



One in three people were  
first-time food pantry visitors.

See page 12 for a breakdown of what is purchased, 
rescued, from the Food Bank of Iowa, and more. 

Where does our food come from?

59,884
unique individuals 

 assisted in FY23

DMARC guarantees all partner food pantries a 
list of specific items: things like peanut butter or 
pasta. As the organization continues to spend 
nearly $200k on food a month many partners  
pantries are having to rely more on  
our inventory when those pantry staples  
aren’t available through other sources.  
 
With all of this change Whitlow is still optimistic 
about DMARC’s ability to meet the need. This is  
especially true now with the capabilities of our 
warehouse facilities. After moving in spring 2022, 
ordering in bulk has become exponentially easier 
as we plan for 6 months out instead of 6 weeks. 

“Previously we could’ve never could’ve taken a 
semi-load of canned fruit or pasta in one day and 
that saves us quit a bit of money. We might save 
5,6, or $7000 by ordering in a larger quantity.” 

Expanded fridge and freezer storage has also 
allowed for the warehouse to collect and safely 
store more large donations of food rescue or 
other bulk donations. Especially during the winter 
months, having 6 pallets of melons or 8 pallets of 
butternut squash donated helps provide more  
options while keeping costs down. 

As the number of individuals being assisted by the 
Food Pantry Network has increased, so has the 
added pressure on our warehouse and  
purchasing operations to keep up with the record 
volume. This is only accentuated by the  
increasing number of people a month who are 
utilizing a food pantry for at least one repeat visit 
a month.  

The pandemic served as a paradigm shift in where 
DMARC’s food is coming from as the percentage of 
items being distributed is more and more likely to 
be purchased. In FY 18-19 over 1.8 million pounds 
or 36% of total items distributed by the food  
pantry network was purchased from wholesalers. 
This past fiscal year that number increased to 
2.1 million pounds or 52% of the cost/value of all 
items distributed. 
 
While cost of food has come down slightly from a 
year ago, much of what we are purchasing is still 
more expensive than 3-4 years ago because of the 
increase in freight cost. Everything from the cost 
of diesel to the cost of the metal to make the can 
has pushed prices up.

 “I am much more aware now of whether an order 
is being shipped out of Illinois, Minnesota, or 
Indiana or is it being shipped out of New Jersey or 
California,” said Whitlow. 

The changes in food packaging and processing 
has meant higher prices and less options. For 
example, Progresso soups previously  
had over 30 different kinds of soup  
available for purchase in bulk,  
but that has shrunk  
to as low as 12 options. 
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As Pastor Lee Roorda Schott walked into the Iowa 
State Capitol rotunda, she was taken aback.  
Eventually, she found herself surrounded by  
other faith leaders and community advocates from 
across the state - all standing in solidarity with 
their neighbors.  
 
The press conference organized by DMARC and 
other anti-hunger organizations was called to 
share how Iowans would be affected by significant 
changes to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) through Senate File 494. 

“Whether or not we need those benefits  
personally, every one of us is directly affected by 
these changes, and the use of our tax dollars to  
put up roadblocks against our neighbors  
accessing assistance,” said Schott.  

ADVOCACY AND EDUCATION

"It makes a difference when we show up in numbers, as people of 
faith, and as people who care about human dignity and thriving.  
I appreciate DMARC's leadership in assisting us in living out these  

values and allowing our voices to be heard when it matters." 

“My humanity and my faith have made me a  
person who cares about my neighbors, and who 
looks for ways to bring justice, mercy, and good 
news to the poor.”

Schott served on the board of directors for DMARC 
more than a decade ago and has since stayed 
involved with the organization. In recent years that 
has meant getting more involved through  
advocacy work. Even though advocates face an  
uphill battle on some fronts, Schott is encouraged 
by what can happen when you show up in numbers. 

“I'm grateful for the longtime influence DMARC has 
had in addressing hunger in the Metro. Faith  
communities make a difference through their 
financial and volunteer support, and through  
advocacy for policies and processes that would  
alleviate challenges that confront persons in poverty.”

 —Lee Roorda Schott,  Pastor at Valley United Methodist Church, West Des Moines6



"I became more aware of the similarities between every system of  
beliefs and that all are built on love... there are so many ways to  

worship, and all are unique and valuable.” 

 —  Audrey Martin, Camp participant & first year student at Drake University

INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

Going into the summer Audrey Martin was a  
little nervous, but still, excited to be participating 
in the Iowa Interfaith Youth Leadership Camp. Her 
faith journey had been a bit rocky and she knew an 
experience like this would require some vulnerability. 

On her first night of camp, after getting settled, 
Martin joined other campers on the bus to visit the 
Iowa Sikh Association and Gurdwara in West Des 
Moines.  After sharing a meal and stepping out of 
her comfort zone, the idea behind why Martin was 
here became more clear.  

“I did not know what to expect from the camp as a 
whole and I did not know any of the other  
campers at that point, but that visit brought us so 
close together so quickly, and the Sikh community 
was so welcoming," said Martin. 

The five day experience is a partnership with the 
Comparison Project at Drake University and  
students stay on campus during the camp. 

  
Part of the personal faith journey for students like 
Audrey was the creation of  a digital storytelling 
video project.  Each day’s discussions and site 
visits help deepen that exploration as campers join  
worship services, meals, and conversations with 
their peers and faith partners in the metro. 

“As someone who has been in Catholic school my 
whole life, I never really had much exposure to 
other faith traditions. I had learned about many of 
them conceptually, but connecting with members 
of these communities in person was an entirely  
different experience,” Said Martin.  

For Martin, the search for interfaith engagement 
and the bonds made with campers continue today. 
Martin’s advice for future campers: “Get out of your 
comfort zone: try the food, talk to the people, and 
definitely dance at the bhajan!” 
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From July 2022 to June 2023, Nearly 5 million pounds of food and non-food items 
were distributed by the DMARC Food Pantry Network from the following sources. 

WHERE OUR FOOD 
COMES FROM

WHOLESALE PURCHASES

 ◊ - 34%
Ꝋ - 15% 
ǂ - 2%
ø - 1%  

Percent of pounds distributed:   ◊- Monthly packaged items     Ꝋ- produce     
ǂ- Meat/meat substitute/dairy/egg/cheese    ø -  nonfood items

 ◊ - 3%    ǂ - 15%     ø - 2%  

Ꝋ - 8% 
ǂ - 1%

◊ - 3%   
Ꝋ - 2%    
ǂ - 4%
 

FOOD  
RESCUE

 ◊ - 4%   Ꝋ - 1%   ǂ - 6%  

USDA-TFAP

FOOD BANK 
OF IOWA

IN-KIND DONATIONS
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WHERE OUR FOOD 
COMES FROM

• Purchased over 2.1 million pounds of food.  
That is equal to 52% of all items distributed.  
In FY 2019 purchased items were only  
36% of all items distributed.

• Distributed over 1 million pounds of produce items 
through the DMARC Food Pantry Network.  

• Rescued over 527,000 lbs of food items.

• Obtained over 358,000 lbs of food and non-food items 
from the Food Bank of Iowa. 

• Distributed over 124,000 lbs of nonfood items  
(basic hygiene supplies, pet food, period products, etc).

• Distributed over 417,000 lbs of food through the USDA's 
The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP).

• Received and distributed over 816,500 lbs of donated 
items through in-kind donations to DMARC. 

DISTRIBUTION BREAKDOWN:

FOOD PANTRY NETWORK LOCATIONS:
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTINGTHANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 

Anonymous Donor (5)

American Equity Investment Life 
Insurance Company

American Family Insurance

Andersen Corporate Foundation

Ankeny Presbyterian Church

Daniel and Susan Bachman

Bayer

Borromeo Family Fund

Keith Denner and Eileen O'Brien Denner

Mary Kay Dial

DoorDash

Judi M. Erickson

Faith Lutheran Church

Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance of Iowa

Feldstein Family Fund

First Baptist Church

Jane Bishop Fogg and Eric P. Fogg

$5,000  
to $9,999

$10,000  
to $24,999

$25,000  
to $99,999

$100,000 and up

FEMA/Emergency Food  
& Shelter Program

Barbara and Michael Gartner 

Indianola Heights  
Christian Church

Lutheran Church of Hope

Our Lady's Immaculate  
Heart Catholic Church

Anonymous Donor (3)

Sarabeth and William Anderson

Athene USA

Jack Bell

David and Elizabeth Bishop

Capitol Hill Lutheran Church

Marilyn J. Carlson

Covenant Presbyterian Church

Des Moines Intentional Eucharistic 
Community

Drake University

Ernest & Florence Sargent Family 
Foundation

First Interstate BancSystem

David and Lisa Fisher

Global Atlantic Financial Group

Greek Orthodox Church of St. George

Cora C. Hayes*

Diane and Mike Heid

Thomas Heiken

Holy Trinity Catholic Church

Jean Larson Mineart

Midland National Life  
Insurance Co

NCMIC Group, Inc.

Smart Honda

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church

St. Theresa of the Child  
Jesus Catholic Church

Dann Stevens

Wakonda Christian Church

John Waters and Kristine Wells

Emily and Nicholas Webb

Wells Fargo

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Ankeny First United  
Methodist Church

C. Dean and Sandra Carlson

EMC Insurance Companies

Plymouth Congregational  
United Church of Christ

Sacred Heart Catholic Church

St. Pius X Catholic Church 

Shirley M. Van Zante*

Wellmark BlueCross & BlueShield

Anonymous Donor*     City of Des Moines   United Way of Central Iowa          
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The following donors made a gift or pledge in FY 2023 (July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023).  This does not 
include payments upon previous pledges which where paid in FY 2023. DMARC is grateful to all who 
continue to support its mission to meet basic human needs in greater Des Moines.



INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION FAITH COMMUNITY PARTNER

*deceased donor  

Anonymous Donor*     City of Des Moines   United Way of Central Iowa          

Anonymous Donor (4)

All Saints Catholic Church

Richard Ash

Ashworth Church

Joseph and Jodi Baker

Broadlawns Medical Center

Denise and David Bubeck

Ned and Michelle Burmeister

BWA Foundation

Capital City Fruit

Central Presbyterian Church

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church

Community Foundation of Greater Des 
Moines

Thomas and Patti Daft

Michael and Ronda Davis

Charles W. Day*

Des Moines Mennonite Church

Joe and Anne Dols

Robert and Jennifer Dowil

Jason and Sarah Egge

Father John Aldera Foundation

Doug Fick

Thomas Fisher

Donald and Beth Flannery

Fran Fleck and Terry Greenley

Elaine Wahrer Gifford and Brian Gifford

Linda K. Gobberdiel

Grace Lutheran Church

Grace United Methodist Church

Grand View Lutheran Church

Harden Family Foundation

Victoria L. Herring

Brent and Renee Highfill

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

Robert and Dale Howe

Galen and Katherine Howsare

Iowa Foundation for Education 
Environment and the Arts

Jay and Julie Jacobi

Kim and Walt Jacobsen

Diane and Preston Jones

Charles B. Jordal

Diane Kehm

Larry & Kay Myers Interfaith & 
Intercultural Ambassador Fund

Ellen T. Larson

Robert and Patricia Leisy

Janet B. Linn

Emily Lowe

Nancy Jean Main

Memory Bound Scrapbook Store

 
continued... 

$2,500 to 
$4,999

11

Lendie Follett and Paul Clausen

Melvin J. Frueh

Duncan and Pamela Gallagher

Kayleen Hornbrook

Jon and Barbara Hrabe

Immanuel United Methodist Church

Martha James and Michael Myszewski

Knights of Columbus #12482/St. Anthony

Erica S. Lamb

Steven and Jean Loegering

LaRue and Bob Maddox

James and Sue Meimann

Mid-Iowa Health Foundation

Terry and Laura Myers

O'Halloran Family Foundation Fund

Park Avenue Presbyterian Church

Polk City United Methodist Church

Julene M. Powell

Ann Mowery and Al Powers

Charles and Joy Rohm

Rounds Family Donor Advised

David and Jeanette Saurman

Craig and Susan Schrader

Sherman Hill Association

Bruce and Linda Simonton

Sodexo

St. Augustin Catholic Church

St. John's Lutheran Church

St. Mary of Nazareth Catholic Church

The Principal Financial Group

Dante Toriello

Two Rivers Bank & Trust

James Usgaard and Becky Knutson

Valley United Methodist Church

Veterans United Foundation

Walnut Hills United Methodist Church

James Waters

Wellabe

West Bank

West Des Moines Christian Church

Windsor Presbyterian Church

Paul and Robin Woods



OUR SUPPORTERS

$1,000-$2,499

Anonymous Donor (22)
Acanthus Masonic Lodge 
#632
Jim and Barb Aldeman
Chad Anderson
Marti Anderson
Karen and David Anderson
Ankeny Church  
of the Brethren
Ankeny United  
Church of Christ
APWU-Des Moines Iowa  
Area Local 44
Dave and Marsha Arens
Kevin Armstrong and 
Christine Paulson
Ryan and Kristyn Arnold
Anne L. Avise
Ann C. Barfels
Laurie and Neil Barrick
David and Kristy Barzen
Beasley Family Foundation
Barbara Beatty, M.D.
Bonnie Bell
Lance and Paula Berg
Diane Berndt

Ms. Sue Bevington
Big Grove DSM, LLC
Brian and Jenny Blackford
Paul and Teri Bognanno
Darca Boom
LuAnn Brandsen
Rick and Liz Brecht
Shane and Anne Broderick
Steve Bruere
Diana L. Bunten
John Burns
Robert and Betty Cardwell
Charlotte and William Hinson 
Charitable Foundation
Dave and Diana Clay
David and Alicia Claypool
Susan and Greg Cohen
Jeffrey and Gayle Collins
Brendan and Christine 
Comito
Joseph M. Comito
Covenant Christian Church
Bethany Crile
Thomas and Linda Cross
Christopher G. Daniels
Tim J. Dempsey
Nancy J. Deranleau

Cathy L. Dodds
Rod and Carla Dougherty
Douglas Avenue 
Presbyterian Church
Dowling Catholic High School 
Staff and Students
Downtown Disciples
Channing Dutton and  
Carla Scholten
Jonathan P. Duvick and  
Carol A. Hendrick
Helen Eddy
Ruth Eichenseer
Bonnie M. Ekse
Equitrust Life  
Insurance Company
Tom and Deidre Farr
First United  
Methodist Church
Fort Des Moines United 
Methodist Church
Gregary Franck
Jeanette V. Frost
Felix A. Gallagher
Andrew Gangle and  
Katrina Guest
Donna Gansemer-Hickey
Leslie Garman
Edward Garst

 
continued... 
 
Terry and Kristin Merfeld 
 
Stephen and Joan Miller

Candy Morgan

Mitchell Nass

Nebraska Furniture Mart

Scott and Barbara Nessa

Neumann Brothers Inc.

New Hope United  
Methodist Church

Arthur and Patricia Nizzi

Northwest Bank

Stuart Oxer and Wendi L. 
Harris

Julie Pearce

Donald and Julie Powell

Dr. Harrison and  
Mrs. Rosella Pratt

Frances and Daryl Rockey

Hal and Donna Rusk

Salem United 
Church of Christ

Kent and Melissa Schrof

Maribel and Terry Slinde

Martha J. Smith

St Timothoy's  
Episcopal Church

$2,500-
$4,999

St. James Lutheran Church

Syverson Strege

Jill Tenney

Trinity Foundation

Union Park United  
Methodist Church

Duane Weiland and Mary 
Rose Stone

West Des Moines United 
Methodist Church

Windsor Heights  
Lutheran Church

Crystal Wright

Steve Gause
Cecil Goettsch and  
Jackie Saunders
Mary Gottschalk
Siri L. Granberg
Diane Graves
Greater Iowa Credit Union
GreenState Credit Union
GuideOne Insurance
Richard and Susan 
Haberkamp
Howard and Lynn Hagen
Colin Halfwassen
Mark and Pennelyn Hanson
Joe and Betsy Happe
Harvey Harrison and  
Ellen Taylor
Scott Hartsook and Dennis 
Groenenboom
Paul Hayes and Debra Hayes
Heartland Presbyterian 
Church
Jo and Dale Helling
Tim Hickman and Frank Vaia
Highland Park Christian 
Church
Laura Hingtgen
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INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION FAITH COMMUNITY PARTNER

*Deceased donor  

Mary Beth Richards
Larry and Sofia Richards
Brian and Kerry Riordan
Myrna and Kenneth Rummer
Kent and Lou Ann Sandburg
Lisa and William Sargent
William and Karen 
Schoenenberger
Molly Schott
Dorraine Schuling
Mark Schuling and  
Eliza Ovrom
Gary and Sherry Schultz
Jennifer Schumann
Scrap Processors INC.
Richard and  
Jacquelyne Seibert
James and Marcella Sheaff
Sheridan Park United 
Methodist Church
Robert * and Beverly 
Sherlock
Richard Shults
Phil and Diana Sickles
Solar Loan & Sales
Cindy Spady
Timothy and Sandra Stacy
Dr. Justine and  
Mr. Matthew Stemper
Rodney Stevens
Arthur and Jill Stockstrom
Scott A. Sundstrom
Richard Swanson and 
Mathilde Brown Swanson
Laurie and Dean Taake
Mary Jane Tesdall
The Breakfast Exchange
Gary and Rosemary Thierer

David and  
Kimberly Thomas
Thrivent Financial
Gary and Helen Thull
Timmins, Jacobsen & 
Strawhacker, LLP
Terrence Tobin and 
Maureen Roach Tobin
Union Park  
Presbyterian Church
United HealthCare 
Services, Inc.
Julie Van Brocklin
Norman and Alice Veen
Troy Vincent
Vroman Group
R. J. and Sandra Wagener
Marcia C. Walljasper
Sam and Emma Ward
Robert and Martha Ward
Ms. DeAnn L. Watson
Waveland Park Masonic 
Lodge #654
Weber Family Fund
Wellspring Community 
Church
Kyle White
Rebecca Whitlow
Larry and Dee Ann Wilson
Sandy and Jim Wilson
Theresa R. Wilson
Windsor United  
Methodist Church
Wink, Inc.
Jerry D and Susan L Woods
Patricia A. Young

Starr E. Hinrichs
Leon and Mary Jo Hofer
Lydia Holm
Dr. Scott and Julie Honsey
Philip and Alisa Horn
Bari L. Hoskins
Dwight and Lois James
Larry L. Jandrey
Kerri and Dan Johannsen
James and Mary Johnson
Ed and Nici Johnston
David and Wendy Jones
K&R Consulting Group
Steven and Suzanne Keay
Larry D. Keck
Dennis A. Krueger
Carl and Susan Langren
Jean and Kurt Larsen
John Leiendecker and  
Linda Vanderloo
Rick and Jeri Levi
Christine S. Lewis
Lincoln Savings Bank
Lisa Logan
Steven C. Lussier
Luther Memorial Church
David Lynch and Glenys 
Bittick Lynch
Regina and Alan MacRae
Ann Marshbanks
Lisa and Joseph McEniry
Tom McGuire and  
Jean Livingston
Edwin Mcintosh
John and Susan McKee
Jody and Timothy Mead
Meals From the Market

Steven and Kelly Medina
Paul J. Meginnis II
Carl and Bethany Meyer
Karen Miglin
Ryan and Megan Mortier
Jeanne M. Mullenbach
Navigate Wellbeing Solutions
Stephanie Nemmers-Bello
New Beginnings  
Christian Church
Doris Jean Newlin
Kenneth and Bonni Newton
Gary and Anne Nordquist
William J. Noth
Noth Family Charitable Fund
David O'Loughlin
Our Saviour Lutheran Church
Melissa and Chad Owen
Dennis and Margaret Page
Park Avenue Christian Church
John Parmeter and  
Anita Shodeen
Jean M. Paul
Ali Payne
Walter Pearson and  
Katherine Lyons
Ronald M. Peterson
Jennifer Peterson
Robert and Janet Pickerell
Carol and Kenneth Popken
Prairie Ridge Church
Robert and Rose Mary Pratt
Jacalyn Priestley
Ellen and Chet Prust
Tom and Joan Quinlin
Jerry and Carolyn Rainey
Resurrection Lutheran Church
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$100 and over  & a virtual version of the annual report.



Because of you ...

...we are able to meet the need.

Spring Greens 2023 brought together some 
of our biggest supporters to help us raise 
over $150,000 in support of DMARC's mission. 
Thank you to all of the attendees, Sponsors, 
Volunteers, and Donors who helped make 
this happen. A special thank you to Event 
Chair Lisa Logan, Event Co-Chair Brenda Holt, 
and all the members of the planning  
committee for making this a special evening.

Over $150,000 was raised through

YOU DROVE OUR WORK FORWARD

The grassroots efforts of community partners helped us 
fill the shelves across the DMARC Food Pantry Network. 

• Over 120 groups held a food and fund drive in FY23.
•  Your efforts generated 78,808 food items  

and 16,900 non-food items.
• You also raised $66,151 in additional 

financial contributions. 

CORA C. HAYES
CHARLES W. DAY

REX R. COOK 
SHIRLEY M. VAN ZANTE

$ 79,317  
donated in 2023

DMARC would like to celebrate the lives of the  
following donors who provided support to our  

mission in their will or estate this past fiscal year.   
Every donor who leaves a legacy is automatically a 
part of DMARC’s Just One Legacy Society.  We are 
proud to recognize the lasting impact that these  

individuals have chosen to make through DMARC.



FINANCIALS

Fundraising $437,108 7%

Food Pantry Network

Administrative

Advocacy and Education

Total Expenses

Interfaith Engagement

$4,879,346

$463,272

$142,645

$5,984,786

$62,415

82%

8%

2%
1%

PROGRAM SERVICES EXPENSES

SUPPORTING SERVICES EXPENSES

Organizations/Groups

Individuals

Total Support*

Total Net Assets

In-Kind Contributions

Congregations

Investments

Grants

Events/Miscellaneous

Planned Giving

$318,353

$1,510,636

$7,876,264

$9,659,737

$2,156,691

$592,224

$104,843

$1,590,815

$179,437

$71,187

4%

19%
27%

8%

1%

20%

2%

1%

SOURCES OF SUPPORT

Working Together to Meet  
Basic Human Needs for the 
greater Des Moines community.

STAFF:

MATT UNGER,
Chief Executive Officer

LESLIE L. GARMAN, CFRE,
Director of Development & Outreach

REBECCA WHITLOW,
Food Pantry Network Director

DANIEL BECK
MERONICA BREEDLOVE
MICHELLE CHUMBLEY
MONICA CURL
JEFFREY CZERWIEC
JOE DOLACK
MAX DOUGLASS
LUKE ELZINGA
KELLY ERICKSON
CARL EVANS
ANDREW FIRESTINE
WADE JOHNSON
SARAH MCCRORY
DENNIS MINARICH
PATRICK MINOR
AMANDA PARKINS
REV. SARAH TRONE GARRIOTT
BLAKE WILLADSEN

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

LISA LOGAN,
President

RACHEL COLLIER MURDOCK,
President Elect

REV. RACHEL MITHELMAN
Secretary

SHASHANK AURORA,
Treasurer

DENISE BUBECK,
Past President

MATT DURHAM
LENDIE R. FOLLETT, PH.D.
RANDY JENSEN
TARA KRAMER
STUART OXER
SHEILA NELSON 
REV. RYAN RUSSELL
EMILY WEBB
IHSAN YASEEN
RON BEANE (Advisory)

Program Total $ 5,084,406

Miscellaneous $63,677 <1%

Gain on sale of property $1,288,401 16%
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* Includes $153,621 designated for  
'Feed Today, Change Tomorrow' Capital Campaign.

Special gratitude to Polk County for the fulfillment 
of their pledge of $1,250,000 made to DMARC in FY 2019 
($250,000 for five consecutive years through Hunger Free Polk 
County).  Thanks to their investment, the DMARC Food Pantry 
Network was able to expand its capacity allowing it to meet 
the growing food insecurity needs of our community.



www.dmarcunited.org   |   info@dmarcunited.org   |   515.277.6969
100 Army Post Rd., Des Moines IA 50315  |   @DMARCUnited


